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SGT JOHN CRUDO: All right. So this 

interview is regarding Internal Affairs case OIS 
16-001. It's taking place at the Office of the 
Internal Affairs Division on May 10th, 2016 and, 
uh, the time is 13:34 hours. Uh, conducting this 
interview is myself, Sergeant John Crudo, star 
number 1694. Assisting me in the interview is— 
SGT JAYME CAMPBELL: Sergeant Jayme Campbell, 
star 759. 

SGT CRUDO: And, uh, the member being 

interviewed today is Officer, for the record— 
OFFICER ESTEBAN PEREZ: Officer Esteban 

Perez, star number 4183. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. And, uh, will you spell 

your name? 


OFFICER PEREZ: E-S-T-E-B-A-N, P-E-R-E-Z. 

SGT CRUDO: And, uh. Officer Perez is being 

interviewed as a witness in this matter. Urn. 
Representing Officer Perez is? 


POA ATTY SCOTT BURRELL: Scott Burrell. 

SGT CRUDO: Uh, no one else is present. 

Officer Perez, have you read Department General 
Order, uh, 2.01, General Rules of Conduct and in 
particular Rule 21, Cooperation with 
Investigations? 
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OFFICER PEREZ: Yes. 

SGT CRUDO: All right. Uh, have you read 

Department General Order 2.08, Peace Officer 
Rights? 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yes. 

SGT CRUDO: And do you understand your 

rights as enumerated in the Public Safety Officers 
Procedure Bill of Rights Act, California Government 
Code, Sections 3300 through 3312? 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yes. 

SGT CRUDO: Do you understand this 

interview is being recorded? 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yes. 

SGT CRUDO: Do you understand that I've 

been designated by the Chief of Police to conduct 
this administrative investigation? 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yes. 

SGT CRUDO: Off Perez, are you prepared to 

be interviewed at this time? 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yes. 

SGT CRUDO: Thank you. Urn. So as you're— 

you're aware, I interviewed the, um, or I monitored 
the interview that you did earlier with the 
Homicide Investigators on OIS 16-001. Um, and I 
provided you copy of the recording and a transcript 
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from that interview. Um, with directions to review 
it ahead of this interview. And have you had the 
opportunity to do that? 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yes. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. Um. And having reviewed 

your, uh, interview, uh, that you did, uh, what was 
it--April 8th? Is there anything that you need to 
clarify, correct, amend, or add regarding your 
statement? 


OFFICER PEREZ: Yeah. There was one point here 
that needs clarified. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. 

OFFICER PEREZ: It was on page 27. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. Let me grab—I have a 

copy of the transcript just out here so 27? Go 
ahead. 

OFFICER PEREZ: And it's where—it says that I 
said, um, "and kicked it" referring to the knife. 

SGT CRUDO: Did you get a line number— 

OFFICER PEREZ: Line 8. Line 8. I'm sorry. 8 

and 9. 'Cause, yeah, to— 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. 

OFFICER PEREZ: So by 9 says that it was it 
handi — 

SGT CRUDO: On page 27? 
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OFFICER PEREZ: 27, yes. Line 9. Out of his 
hand and kicked it. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. I'm following—a 

different number— 

SGT CAMPBELL: Yeah. Sometimes they'll go on 

24- 


OFFICER PEREZ: Oh, okay. 

SGT CAMPBELL: And sometimes they go to 26. 
Or something like that. 

SGT CRUDO: Hm-hmrn. Okay. 

SGT CAMPBELL: And yours only go to—yours 


only goes to— 


POA ATTY BURRELL: We'll give you--we'11 give 

you a copy of this. 

SGT CRUDO: That's okay. Okay. 

POA ATTY BURRELL: It is — it is — 

SGT CRUDO: So— 

POA ATTY BURRELL: We made a notation. 

SGT CRUDO: The important is—Officer, is 

that you—did something about that? 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yeah, well, I think—I believe 
it was the DA that said "and kicked it" 'cause I 
didn't say I kicked it. I took it out of his hand. 

I never kicked it. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. 
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OFFICER PEREZ: And just to clarify that. 
That's it. 


POA ATTY BURRELL: And I think that the--just 

so there's a typo, I think, where it mentions that 
he spoke to the — 

SGT CRUDO: Oh, yeah. 

POA ATTY BURRELL: Uh, spoke to the person 

and—uh, speaking Hispanic and I think was—meant 
to be Spanish. 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yeah. 

POA ATTY BURRELL: Now I'll tell you the page 

number after— 


SGT CRUDO: Okay. 

POA ATTY BURRELL: Not right now. 

SGT CRUDO: And, uh, if--if you guys want 

to leave—if you've marked that and you want to 

leave that in your copy with me then I'll—I'll 
make sure they've got that in there. Okay. Um. 

And, uh—believe [UNINTELLIGIBLE] but prior to your 
interview with, uh, the Criminal investigators, did 
you review, uh, the video recording made on 
Shotwell Street on April 7th? 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yes. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. And have you been 

exposed to any other news coverage, social media, 
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or other information or speculation about the 
incident? 

OFFICER PEREZ: Uh, just [UNINTELLIGIBLE] a 
little bit initially, and that was it. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. Um. So the interview 

and the transcriptions are provided to you to 
refresh your memory. 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yeah. 

SGT CRUDO: And they're intended to help 

you recall events more clearly, um, as you 
perceived them at the time of the incident. So 
it's important that you answer questions in our 
interview today based only on what you recall from 
your first-hand observations or perceptions—your— 
your specific recollections, as you processed them 
that morning, okay, rather than any information or 
hearsay or other things that you may have been 
exposed to since the incident. So do you 
understand that? 


OFFICER PEREZ: Yes. 


SGT CRUDO: Okay. Um, And briefly, couple 

words—in your own words—why are we talking today? 


OFFICER PEREZ: 

Um. 

Investigation a 

officer- 

involved shooting. 

Um. 

I believe we're 

talking so 


you guys can get as much information as possible to 
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make a thorough--this, uh, conclusion to what 
happened. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. And--and are you 

currently under influence of any controlled 
substances, pre—prescription medications that 
could affect your ability to complete this 
interview today? 


OFFICER PEREZ: No. 

SGT CRUDO: All right. Uh, how do you feel 

about speaking to me about the incident? 

OFFICER PEREZ: I'm fine. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. Do you have, uh, 

specific and independent recollection of what 
transpired on the morning of April 7th, um, on the 
400 block of Shotwell between 18th and 19th? 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yes. 

SGT CRUDO: So--before we really kind of 

get into some of the questions I have for you, I 
just want to confirm things I heard or saw in your 
background or just clarify, get a little more on 
that. Um. So you entered the Department in Jun 
2001 and have worked for—had worked at Mission 
Station for about 12 years. 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yes. 

SGT CRUDO: All right. The last 12. 
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OFFICER PEREZ: Yeah, 

SGT CRUDO: All right. Um. Do you have 


any other prior law 

enforcement? 

OFFICER PEREZ: 

No. 

SGT CRUDO: 

Do you have prior military? 

OFFICER PEREZ: 

No. 

SGT CRUDO: 

Um. Do you have FTO, 


Specialist, CIT, FTO or other specialized training 


or duties? 


OFFICER PEREZ: 

Uh, FTO. 

SGT CRUDO: 

All right. How long you been 


in FTO? 


OFFICER PEREZ: 

I did it for two years. 

SGT CRUDO: 

Okay. Are you current on it? 

OFFICER PEREZ: 

I expired. 

SGT CRUDO: 

Okay. 

OFFICER PEREZ: 

Just expired. 

SGT CRUDO: 

Do you remember when? Recent-- 

OFFICER PEREZ: 

Recent-- 

SGT CRUDO: 

Uh, so it was-- 

OFFICER PEREZ: 

Recently, yeah. 

SGT CRUDO: 

Okay. Are you CIT-trained? 

OFFICER PEREZ: 

Uh— 

SGT CRUDO: 

CIT? 

OFFICER PEREZ: 

I--I believe so. That's the-- 
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the—week-long course, right? 

SGT CRUDO: Yeah, the 40-hour— 

OFFICER PEREZ: Want to say— 

SGT CRUDO: Crisis Intervention? 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yes, I —I believe so. I went 
to the training. It was a week. And they put you 
[UNINTELLIGIBLE] . You see the—-from all that stuff 
and you travel around and go to different parts of 
the City with the—with people who are mentally 
ill, uh, I'm pretty sure. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. And was that at the 

Presidio? 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yeah. 

SGT CRUDO: When you took it? Okay. Urn. 

And can you walk me through, briefly, urn, your law 
enforcement, uh, assignments or--so--with the SFPD, 
where'd you train and FTO and— 

OFFICER PEREZ: And so I FTO'd at Tenderloin. 
Did my probation at Mission Station. Permanent at 
Bayview. And then transferred back to Mission. 

SGT CRUDO: Then you—and you've been at 

Mission— 


OFFICER PEREZ: The rest— 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. And, urn— 

OFFICER PEREZ: And I've been at other little 
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assignments, just where I've been on loan for like 
six months or a couple months, whatever, but 
nothing— 

SGT CRUDO: What kind of assignments? 

OFFICER PEREZ: Like, uh, with the Mayor's 
Office for like the Garden Project, working with 
youth. I'm done that a couple of years. Uh. And- 
-I mean, at Mission, I've done other 
[UNINTELLIGIBLE] before like foot beats and stuff 
like that but just-- 

SGT CRUDO: So that, generally speaking, 

patrol assignments? 

OFFICER PEREZ: For the most part, yeah, and 
then the school stuff. 

SGT CRUDO: You're currently in SRO. 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yeah. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. 

OFFICER PEREZ: And as— 

SGT CRUDO: As School Resource Officer. 

OFFICER PEREZ: And I probably been a School 
Resource Officer maybe 8 years off and on? Maybe a 
little more. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. And do you wear 

prescription lenses? 

OFFICER PEREZ: No. 

— 
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SGT CRUDO: And, uh, were you taking any 

prescription medication over the counter [as 
occasion] on the day of the incident? 

OFFICER PEREZ: No. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. On April 7th, uh, you 

were assigned to Mission Station with the call sign 
3 David 27, you said? 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yes. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. So that's the school car 

[you answered in that]. Um. And your shift was 07 
to 17? 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yes. 

SGT CRUDO: And that was your shift on the 

day of the incident. You had working. Um. That's 
your regular shift? 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yes. 

SGT CRUDO: Do you know what Watch Off 

group you're in> 

OFFICER PEREZ: I'm fixed so I'm off, uh, 

Friday, Saturday, Sunday. 

SGT CRUDO: Do you speak any other 

languages? 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yes. 

SGT CRUDO: What is it? 

OFFICER PEREZ: Spanish. 
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SGT CRUDO: Okay. Would you describe 

yourself as fluent? 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yes. 

SGT CRUDO: I know you said you're not 

certified in your interview but— 

OFFICER PEREZ: Well, I was certified. I—I 
believe that my certification might have expired or 
something— 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. 

OFFICER PEREZ: I didn't know what time about 
re-certifying and I didn't do it so I don't know if 
it expired but — 

SGT CRUDO: So you had been certified at 

one point— 

OFFICER PEREZ: I had been certified at least 
10 years— 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. 

OFFICER PEREZ: If not more. 

SGT CRUDO: But you don't believe at this 

point— 

OFFICER PEREZ: I haven't—I haven't double- 
checked to see if I'm still getting paid or not. I 
just—remember getting an email about re-certifying 
and I never got around to doing it. 

SGT CRUDO: [UNINTELLIGIBLE] Okay. All 
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right. Um. And at the time of this incident, you 
were wearing—were you wearing your BDU's like 
you're wearing today or were you wearing your— 

OFFICER PEREZ: No, I had my regular class B. 
SGT CRUDO: Okay. Do you remember a short 

or long-sleeves? 


OFFICER PEREZ: Uh, short sleeve, I believe. 

SGT CRUDO: Um, and then you said that you 

were operating a—I believe you said a Crown Vic? 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yes. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. And just to confirm, you 

were the only person in the vehicle. 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yes. 

SGT CRUDO: All right. And was that a 

fully equipped Crown Vic with, you know, black-and- 
white paint scheme, logos, light bar— 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yes. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. Um. On the morning of 

April 7th, 2016, you said that you responded to a 
call with a person—not—um, with a knife, 17th and 
Shotwell, and you referred to the fact it'd been 
called in by a HOT team. And, uh, initially you 
said that suspect was described as a man wearing a 
red soccer jacket, waving around a knife. 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yes. 
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SGT CRUDO: Okay. So just in terms of 

talking about this specific area, Shotwell between 
roughly 17th and 19th, are you familiar with this 
area from your work that you do? 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yeah. 

SGT CRUDO: Can you kind of--talk to me 

about that a little bit? 

OFFICER PEREZ: Urn. It's—it's, uh, that— 
those blocks there is, uh, there's a lot of 
homeless encampments and—especially recently, um, 
and my primary, uh, location, when I'm working the 
school car, I usually based myself out of John 
O'Connell High School which is right around the 
corner on Folsom and 19th and 20th. So I'm driving 
through there all the time. And very familiar with 
that area. 


SGT CRUDO: Okay, and--and--what kind of 

calls for service do you typically enter when 
you're working out there or are you—are you, you 


know— 

OFFICER PEREZ: I mean, it--my—my primary job 
is to--to handle the school stuff. But when 
they're short, sometimes I'll help out other things 
or somebody needs me to--to do something, I'll 
translate or whatever else but my primary focus is 
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school. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. 

OFFICER PEREZ: Crimes and stuff. 

SGT CRUDO: But you--you're responded to 

calls-- 


OFFICER PEREZ: Oh— 

SGT CRUDO: For service in that area? 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yes. On Shotwell. I mean, 
most of the time it's usually--they're 915 calls, 
homeless encampment, stuff like that. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. So--what--sometim.es — in 

our vernacular we call "quality of life"— 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yes. 

SGT CRUDO: Type stuff? 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yes. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. So--for this interview 

I've brought a couple of things that I thought that 
we can refer to. All right, so the first thing I 
want you to have marked with this one here. This 
is a—this is from Google Maps. And it's--it's not 
intended to capture the scene at the time of the 
incident. But what it is, is sort of a birds'-eye 
view of Shotwell between 18th and 19th. And I just 
have it here in case, uh, it's helpful as a 
geographic reference for any of us in here. So 
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does that look roughly like that area that we're— 
we're talking about, specifically for the, uh, OIS? 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yes. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. And then this--the 

second one, this is really a modified, um, modified 
version of a crime scene sketch. Um, it's a—it's 
marked "Draft", uh, by—by CSI. It hasn't been 
finalized but what it is, is a scale drawing of— 
this 400 block of, uh, Shotwell. And I've redacted 
some identified evidence from this so it's —it's — 
it's a little bit edited from the original. Um, 
but it is a to-scale drawing and, um, it's not 
intended to show, um, for us to use to—to show 
exact distances but just maybe to help identify 
some of the dynamics so is that—that—that is a 
representation of the scene on the day of the 
occurrence. Does that — 


OFFICER PEREZ: Yes. 

SGT CRUDO: Look about right? Okay. All 

right. Is there anything on this sketch you can 
think of at this time, looking at it, that should 
be added or changed or doesn't match your 
recollection? 


OFFICER PEREZ: It looks—fine. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. All right. And—and it- 
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-uh, if anything comes to mind that--that you think 
of in the course of this, let me know. Urn. So in 


your interview, you 

said that you were heading down 

18th Street towards 

Folsom? 

OFFICER PEREZ: 

Yeah. 

SGT CRUDO: 

Okay. When—when—at 


[UNINTELLIGIBLE] caught--uh, Shotwell and this is 
on—on page 3 of the version of the transcript that 
I have so when I printed it out it came out on page 

3 . 

OFFICER PEREZ: Okay. 

SGT CRUDO: Um. I just—I just want to 

clarify. Um, but you said you were approaching 
Shotwell when you saw him. 


OFFICER PEREZ: 

I'm referring to Sergeant 


Steger— 


SGT CRUDO: 

Okay. And then you said you 


were, uh, the third car that pulled up. So—and I 
assume—when you were talking about pulling up, 
you're talking about police vehicles? 


OFFICER PEREZ: 

Yes . 

SGT CRUDO: 

Third police vehicle? 

OFFICER PEREZ: 

Yes. 

SGT CRUDO: 

Did you see any other cars on 

the scene? 
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OFFICER PEREZ: Not police vehicles. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. Um, any cars—not—not 

including cars that you—perceived as, uh, parked 
unattended. Any other vehicle? Uh, just—just 
three police vehicles is your recollection? 

OFFICER PEREZ: From what I recall, yeah. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. And then you said, um, 

that the vehicles were—the other two vehicles, 
which would be these vehicles here, had stopped— 
or, uh, when you saw them about 10 to 12 yards in 


front of you? 


OFFICER PEREZ: 

Yeah. 

SGT CRUDO: 

Okay. So you're—on this 


drawing, on this CSI sketch, you'd be somewhere up 


at the top-- 


OFFICER PEREZ: 

Yeah. 

SGT CRUDO: 

Where you stopped, okay. And 


that's--that's where you came to rest? 


OFFICER PEREZ: 

Yes . 

SGT CRUDO: 

Okay. So you're stopped mid- 

block, Shotwell—4- 

-400 block of Shotwell. 

OFFICER PEREZ: 

Yes . 


SGT CRUDO: And you're southbound? 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yes. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. So—you—you stop. You 
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pull up. Do you recall what you saw prior to 


getting out of your 

vehicle? 

OFFICER PEREZ: 

Yeah. I was driving down 

Shotwell southbound 

and I was —I knew the 


description of the suspect was a red soccer jersey, 
a red shirt. I was—that's pretty distinct. So I 
purposefully was driving a little slower than the 
other guys to make sure that he hadn't gotten past 
them. So I was--I mean, I noticed there was a lot 
of homeless encampments on this side. Um. 


SGT CRUDO: 

This side being--this would be 


the east side? 


OFFICER PEREZ: 

East side. Yes. 

SGT CRUDO: 

Yeah. 

OFFICER PEREZ: 

I'm sorry. 

SGT CRUDO: 

So this is west so there's 


this--this graph— 


OFFICER PEREZ: 

[UNINTELLIGIBLE] 

SGT CRUDO: 

Okay, north, south. All right. 

OFFICER PEREZ: 

Yeah. 

SGT CRUDO: 

West and east. 

OFFICER PEREZ: 

So east side. 

SGT CRUDO: 

East side? 

OFFICER PEREZ: 

Yeah. There was several 

encampments there. 

Um. And then I--then when I 
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stopped, that's when I stopped. 


SGT CRUDO: 

Okay. 

OFFICER PEREZ: 

Yeah. 

SGT CRUDO: 

Well, did you stop because 


you' re—were you—were— 

OFFICER PEREZ: I stopped— 

SGT CRUDO: As you recall, were you focus 

the encampments? The folks that were there? 

OFFICER PEREZ: That's what I was—well, as I 
was driving, that's what I was looking at because I 
was trying to see if the suspect had gotten past 


him but, uh, when I 

noticed that they had stopped, 

I figured they had-- 

-located the—the suspect. 

SGT CRUDO: 

Okay. 

OFFICER PEREZ: 

And that's when I stopped. 

SGT CRUDO: 

But—but at that point did you 


see anybody matching the suspect— 


OFFICER PEREZ: 

No. 

SGT CRUDO: 

Description? 

OFFICER PEREZ: 

No. 

SGT CRUDO: 

But you did say that you saw 


civilians and—in—in my copy, it—it's to the left 
of, and behind. Sergeant Steger and Mellone. 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yes. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. So just for me, um, 
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when—when you say "behind"—uh, were they further 
or were they closer to you than they were to the— 
to—to—to the officers? 

OFFICER PEREZ: No, they were probably closer 
to the officers. As I was walking southbound—so 
they were to my left. Uh, as I'm walking up, they 
were along this line here where [UNINTELLIGIBLE]— 

SGT CRUDO: This—this eastern property 

line, tree line — 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yes. 

SGT CRUDO: There’s two trees here so 

you're seeing civilians in roughly this area here? 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yeah. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. Just—so I get a co—uh, 

sense of that. If--just mark it like "civilians" 
or something, approximate area. 

OFFICER PEREZ: Oh. Let's see. I think it 
was — about here so—should be — 

SGT CRUDO: And do you remember how many 

you saw? 

OFFICER PEREZ: I saw—I don't—urn, I—I 
believe it was three. But one person in particular 
that was really caught my attention— 

SGT CRUDO: Urn— 

OFFICER PEREZ: That I really remember. 
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SGT CRUDO: And [UNINTELLIGIBLE] — 

OFFICER PEREZ: She was, uh, African-American 
female, probably mid-30's, wearing a black t-shirt. 
And she was really vocal. That's why I really 
remember her. 

SGT CRUDO: Was she vocal when you first 

got out of the car? 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yeah. 

SGT CRUDO: Do you remember what she was 

saying? 

OFFICER PEREZ: She was saying something to the 
effect of like, "Leave him alone." And just 
cussing out the officers, using profanity towards 
them. 

SGT CRUDO: So you—you saw, um, did you 

hear anything else? 

OFFICER PEREZ: No, well, we—well, I heard 
the, uh—the officers shouting directions to drop 
the knife. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. So this is as you're 

getting out of the car, you're already hearing the 
directions, "drop the knife"? 

OFFICER PEREZ: So I—as I--as I was getting 
out of the car, I started walking southbound to see 
where they were at. Or to see what they were doing 
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but I--I noticed they were already going into that 
direction. So I started walking that way and then 
I hear them--the shouts of, you know, "drop the 
knife". 


SGT CRUDO: Okay. So you—you see the 

officers as you're getting out of the car. They're 
already moving south. Then you--you hear "drop— 
drop the knife, drop the knife," I--I assume that 
your conclusion is they have— 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yeah. 

SGT CRUDO: Some—they' re—have some visual 

of the suspect. 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yes. 

SGT CRUDO: At this point you don't--like 

have— 


OFFICER PEREZ: No. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. Can you--let's—uh--can 

you tell me kind of walk me through--where the 
officers are relative to you and the civilians? So 
we've—we've got civilians on here. And along the 
building line on the east side. You're approaching 
from the north toward the south, correct? And 
you're in the street? 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yes. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. And somewhere beyond the 
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civilians are the two officers. 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yes. 

SGT CRUDO: Um, can you kind of describe 

were they all relative to each other? 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yeah. Well—walking in this 
direction here and Officer Mellone went this area 
here up against the building line. And then 
Sergeant Steger was following him and kind of went 
like in a triangulation, I guess, of the suspect? 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. 

OFFICER PEREZ: So they were—Sergeant Steger 
was here. Officer Mellone was here. As I was 
walking up behind them. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. I'll have you do the 

same thing so I'll have you to—and—an X for 
Sergeant Steger, and an M for Mellone. Maybe from 
where you first saw him to the path and then their- 


OFFICER PEREZ: Oh, okay. 

SGT CRUDO: Point on the sidewalk. 

OFFICER PEREZ: Um. Let me see. 

SGT CRUDO: So this would be—so the patrol 

car--this would be the Sergeant's-- 
OFFICER PEREZ: Okay. 

SGT CRUDO: Car. 
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OFFICER PEREZ: This would be Sergeant Steger. 
And this would be—Mellone. This is—from what I 
saw was—something like—this. And Steger--right 
there. 

SGT CRUDO: And, again, these are not exact 

distances nor exact movement but just for the 
general idea of sort of the--the flow of this. 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yeah. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. Urn. And---and—so your-- 

your position—you're behind them as they're 
walking up. 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yes. 

SGT CRUDO: And at—in the course of 

somewhere before they reach this first marking or 
this — the end of your—your lines that you've drawn 
here, you're hearing commands? 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yes. 

SGT CRUDO: All right. Urn. And you said 

that--that--um--Officer Mellone was sort of leading 
with Officers, uh, Sergeant Steger following 
behind. 

OFFICER PEREZ: Hm-hmm. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. And then—they're 

triangulated, you said, on the suspect. So if you 
could, put a triangle to indicate where you saw the 
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suspect when he came into view for you? 


OFFICER PEREZ: 

Oh, right around here. 

SGT CRUDO: 

Okay. 

OFFICER PEREZ: 

Yeah. 

SGT CRUDO: 

All right. So you've drawn a 


circle there and approximately where were you 


positioned when you- 

—when you saw him? 

OFFICER PEREZ: 

When I first saw the suspect? 

SGT CRUDO: 

Hm-hmm. 

OFFICER PEREZ: 

I was probably-- 

SGT CRUDO: 

Just put an X. 

OFFICER PEREZ: 

Uh--probably around there. 

SGT CRUDO: 

And then you could see him from 


there. 


OFFICER PEREZ: 

Maybe a little further up. 

SGT CRUDO: 

Okay. So—you're—basically 


near Officer Mellone's vehicle, somewhere. 


OFFICER PEREZ: 

Yeah. 

SGT CRUDO: 

Is that about right? 

OFFICER PEREZ: 

Yeah. They're--they're maybe a 

little further up. 



SGT CRUDO: All right. So—can you 

describe as the suspect started to come into view, 
your attention is now sort of—your focus is sort 
of moved to the suspect—can you describe his poise 
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and demeanor when you first saw him? 

OFFICER PEREZ: Um, to me—he seemed like he 
was out of it. Like he was —focused straight 
ahead. Um. Sitting down on the sidewalk with his 
feet kicked out in front of him. He had the knife 
in his right hand. Uh, I think it was like--facing 
up--upwards. The knife's like this. And he was 
just sitting there. And kind of just like looking 
out into nothing. 

SGT CRUDO: Sorry, I'm making quick notes. 

And you were—you were demonstrating for me holding 
the knife. You're holding a pen there. You're 
holding the point up in a—in a fist with— 


OFFICER PEREZ: 

Yeah. 


SGT CRUDO: 

I guess it would be 

the blade? 

OFFICER PEREZ: 

Yes, the blade. 


SGT CRUDO: 

The blade-- 


OFFICER PEREZ: 

Pointing to the-- 


SGT CRUDO: 

Coming to the thumb 

side— 

OFFICER PEREZ: 

Yes. 


SGT CRUDO: 

Straight up. Okay. 

And—and 


then you—you said that you heard--you heard 
yelling and who--who did you hear yelling? Did you 
hear both--both officers yelling? Did you hear of- 
-the officer or the sergeant or both or— 
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OFFICER PEREZ: I believe, uh. Officer Mellone 
first and then Sergeant Steger. Um. And then, 
like I said, the civilians yelling. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. Um. Do you--do you 

recall, um, what you heard them yelling? 

OFFICER PEREZ: The civilians? 

SGT CRUDO: No. The officers. 

OFFICER PEREZ: The officers? 

SGT CRUDO: Yeah. 

OFFICER PEREZ: Oh, just, "Drop the knife, put 
the knife down." Something to that effect. I 
don't exactly remember verbatim but to that effect. 

SGT CRUDO: So as--uh, after you first saw 

the suspect, you're continuing to move down the 
street? 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yes. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. What about, um. Officer 

Mellone and Sergeant Steger? Were—were they--you 
kind of talked about it a little bit, touched on it 
a little bit earlier. Their—and from your 
Homicide interview, I want to clarify--they were 
moving forward as they're giving commands? 

OFFICER PEREZ: Originally I guess the command- 
-the commands started before they came to rest so— 
they're—I--I believe around here when Officer 
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Mellone first gave commands. And then he came to a 
position of like stopping right here and whereas, 
uh, Sergeant— 

SGT CRUDO: So would you say it's as 

they're hittin' the sidewalk right there? 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yeah. Probably around there. 

SGT CRUDO: The sidewalk? 

OFFICER PEREZ: Sidewalk area. Where they 
start really yelling at him, the commands. Urn. 

And I was walking up, hearing the commands but I 
was trying to get there, um, at the time I was 
trying to process because I was gonna--that I had 
figured from the description, Hispanic male, it 
could be Spanish speaking, so I wanted to be able 
to—to yell at him in Spanish to drop the knife in 
case there was any language barrier. So I was 
walking up here and--and—kind of like 
[UNINTELLIGIBLE] scene at the time, you know, 
expecting, you know, something like, uh, you know, 

I mean—we go to these calls all the time and nine 
times out of ten it's either the person either 
complies right away or it's not —it doesn't turn 
out like this so when I saw that they were yelling 
and it was really, uh, getting—the guy's standing- 
-actually sitting with the knife and so it was kind 
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of I kind of lost my train of thought for a 
second. I don't know, how do I say drop the knife 
so I--it took me a second but—I was finally about 
to yell it. Um. 

SGT CRUDO: So--so from this point—and can 

I have you just—mark each officer's sort of 
position on the sidewalk as they' re—as they' re¬ 
in—we' 11 call it—I want to say "engaging" or—or 
starting to—interact with this—this suspect. 

OFFICER PEREZ: Hm-hmm. 

SGT CRUDO: Um, just a "S2" and an "M2" so 

I know that's sort of like their secondary—so I'll 
refer to the same thing. And then about—at this 
point, about how far away are they? So they' re— 
they're giving verbal commands and yelling— 

OFFICER PEREZ: I think— 

POA ATTY BURRELL: From the suspect. 

SGT CRUDO: From the suspect, thank you. 

From the suspect. 

OFFICER PEREZ: So—at this —I believe, uh. 
Officer Mellone's about 10 yards—10, maybe 15 
yards. And Sergeant Steger is—maybe 10, 12 yards. 

SGT CRUDO: And—and you described—you 

described triangulation. 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yeah. 
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SGT CRUDO: So the suspect—now you—you've 

talked about his position? Um. How is his body 
faced? Um. So you—and—I'm sorry. Let me ask 
the question differently. You told me that he's— 
he's sitting down. His legs are pushed out? He's- 
-he's kind of looking straight forward and he's 
holding a knife in his right hand. 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yes. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. Where is he sitting on 

the sidewalk? I mean, you've drawn this as— 
you've—you've drawn this circle right up against 
the property line. Is—is he sitting against the 
property line? Is he— 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yeah, he—his back is right- 
like—up against the wall. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. And so when you—when 

you—you said he's facing— 

OFFICER PEREZ: He's facing, uh, this would be 
west. So he's facing west and just kind of like— 
staring out into that direction. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. Well—uh, was it a fixed 

stare? Did he appear to react to anything? 

OFFICER PEREZ: No, it—it was kind of like a 
fixed stare, just kind of like—I don't know—lost 
in his own little world or something. 
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SGT CRUDO: All right. Did you--did you 

hear anything or did he say anything? Is it— 

OFFICER PEREZ: Uh, he never said anything from 
what I could— 

SGT CRUDO: All right. 

OFFICER PEREZ: Recall. 

SGT CRUDO: All right. Now at this point, 

this point of—of this interaction and—and from 
this distance, they're both roughly 10-ish feet, 
give or take. Um. Does—is—you talked about 
Officer Mellone having ERIW out. 

OFFICER PEREZ: Hm-hmin. 

SGT CRUDO: So, is—is he—is he already 

got it racked or do you know, is—if he's—if he's 
loaded a round—chambered a round or is he — 

OFFICER PEREZ: I don't—remember if I--I mean, 

I don't remember hearing him rack a round or 
anything like that. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. And how about Sergeant 

Steger? Did he have his—but you—but did you see 
Officer Mellone, because you referred to it in 
your—is this—by now you see him with the ERIW? 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yes. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. And—and Sergeant 

Steger, uh, does he have his weapon drawn and 
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pointed at the suspect? 

OFFICER PEREZ: I never saw him with his weapon 
pointed out and drawn on the subject. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. Is—uh, is that because- 

-of you—the angle or is that because of—-of--had-- 
had he have his weapon at a high-ready, up high— 
you know, arm fully extended—should you have seen 
it? 

OFFICER PEREZ: I believe I would have noticed 
it but I--I'm not sure. I think because my, uh, my 
positioning, walking directly behind him and him 
being a little~-a little further ahead. I didn't-- 
I didn't notice it. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. So from perspective of 

an angle, urn, what--whatever the reason, you—you 
don't know. You didn't see — 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yeah. I didn't see it. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. All right. Urn. And so 

you—you talked about the fact that you--early in 
your interview and then later on when you see this 
guy's wearing a red soccer shirt—soccer jersey 
sitting on the ground holding the kitchen knife in 
his right hand, you said it was at least 8 inches 
long, um, now—in your mind, the—do you know the 
difference between like a--a dynamic and a static 
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situation? 

OFFICER PEREZ: I can kind of figure out what 
you're trying to say—what you're saying but, uh, I 
guess--I don't know specifically if, uh, to 
describe it to you, I probably couldn't. I could 
have—something that's not really that there's 
really going on so all of a sudden something that's 
happening. 

SGT CRUDO: If--if—it—looking at the 

situation in that--at that time, urn, a static 
situation would be one that is--is—it may be a-- 
possibly a volatile or there may be a--a imminent 
threat but it's--there--there's not much change in- 
-in the situation. I mean, it's—it's—it's—it's 
set. 

OFFICER PEREZ: Okay. 

SGT CRUDO: As opposed to a dynamic thing 

where something's rapidly evolving and changing. 

Urn. Would you—would you—have a--a sense at this 
point whether this suspect was static or dynamic? 

Or maybe you can put, you know, in your own words, 
was—was—was there a lot of movement to him? 

OFFICER PEREZ: No. No, there wasn't a lot of 
movement to him. There was no—no, uh—reaction 
from him. 
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SGT CRUDO: And as the officers were giving 

orders, he's not reacting or anything like that. 

OFFICER PEREZ: No. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. Just—in your interview, 

you said that you saw that the suspect was 
Hispanic. 

OFFICER PEREZ: Hm-hmm. 

SGT CRUDO: And--and why did you conclude 

that? 

OFFICER PEREZ: Urn—his skin tone. Um. The 
caller, I believe, described the suspect as a 
Hispanic male. 

SGT CRUDO: And was that--was that, uh, 

part of the suspect description? 

OFFICER PEREZ: I believe so. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. So did that further— 

that have any kind of weight to you as--you know, 
when--when you saw this guy? 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yeah, I mean—not necessarily, 

I mean, sometimes, depending on the dialect and 
what country they're from, I might not necessarily 
be able to communicate as clearly but I figured I'd 
give it a shot. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. So, um, okay. And then- 

-prior to the deployment—so you—you talked about 
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seeing Sergeant Steger and Officer Mellone walk up. 
Did you see them assemble or meet or talk or confer 
or anything like that? 

OFFICER PEREZ: I didn't see that. 

SGT CRUDO: Did--did you observe any kind 

of interaction prior to them exiting their vehicles 
and moving forward? 

OFFICER PEREZ: I didn't see any of that. 

SGT CRUDO: And then when you say you 

didn't see anything, you mean—do you mean that-- 
you—you didn't--it didn't capture your attention 
or that it didn't happen? 

OFFICER PEREZ: I don't think it happened. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. 

OFFICER PEREZ: I mean, again, just--I pulled 

up third. Urn, they had already stopped. They had 
already exited their vehicles. They were already 
going this way by the time I parked. I exited. So 
they were already into--up in this area here, 
closer to—where they ended up coming to rest. 

SGT CRUDO: [UNINTELLIGIBLE] 

OFFICER PEREZ: [OVERLAPPING] But I didn't see. 

SGT CRUDO: And as—as you started to see 

the suspect and as you yourself moved closer, um, 
did the suspect behave or give you any reason to 
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believe that he could have compre--comprehended the 
commands that you were yelling, that Officer 
Mellone was yelling, that Sergeant Steger was 
yelling? Did he appear to react in any way? 


OFFICER PEREZ: 

No. 

SGT CRUDO: 

At this point, does he start 


getting up? 


OFFICER PEREZ: 

No . 

SGT CRUDO: 

And then, you know, we—we 


talked a little bit about your Crisis Intervention 


training earlier. 

Um. From what you recall, um, 

did—would it have 

had any applicability in this 


situation? 


OFFICER PEREZ 

I don't think so. 

SGT CRUDO: 

Why not? 

OFFICER PEREZ 

Because he wasn't responding to 


any direction at all. You know, English, verbal, 
you know, directions. Um. He's had a weapon 
pointed at him. I'm yelling at him in Spanish. He 
wasn't responding at all. I don't know where— 
where his mind state was but I don't know how 


somebody was going 

to be able to get through to him 


at that point 


SGT CRUDO: 

And then there's a part in your 

Homicide interview 

where you were talking about the 
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discharge of the ERIW. 

OFFICER PEREZ: Hm-hmm. 

SGT CRUDO: Um. And in your Homicide 

interview--in this—up here at line 6 on the copy 
that--that I've brought here, um, you were asked, 
"Can you estimate the distance between the sub— 
subject and Officer Mellone and Sergeant Steger?" 
And then the answer is "From—from Officer Mellone, 
uh, between 5, maybe 10 yards. I would say 
probably somewhere between there." So—I think I 
understand the question and the answer but I just 
want to make sure that--so in your Homicide 
interview you' re—you were answering question that- 
-that, um, your belief that Officer Mellone was 
about 5 to 10 yards from the suspect? 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yes. 

SGT CRUDO: Is that correct? 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yes. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. All right. And—and-- 

when—when you were referring to that, were you 
referring to--based on the questions that Homicide 
was asking him, I was a little confused in—in the 
interview— 

OFFICER PEREZ: Okay. 

SGT CRUDO: But, uh, were you referring-- 
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referring to the position when he fired the ERIW? 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yes, I— 

SGT CRUDO: Do you—do you—do you want to 

just look at that and--the transcript to—to be 
sure and—read--kind of preceding that and— 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yeah. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. And then do you recall 

how the suspect—so--in other words, now—we're 
within 5 to 10—or—or—Officer Mellone were—is 
within 10 yards-ish of—of the suspect. And then, 
you know, when he fires the first round of the 
ERIW, do you recall at that time how the suspect 
was positioned? Had he moved from the position you 
originally saw him in? 

OFFICER PEREZ: No. 

SGT CRUDO: So--substantially wasn't—it 

wasn't particularly different-- 

OFFICER PEREZ: No. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. Do you recall what he 

was doing? 

OFFICER PEREZ: I believe he was just still 
sitting in that same position. 'Cause--but-- 

SGT CRUDO: Was he holding the knife in the 

same manner? 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yes. 

— 39 

Roomian & Associates, (415) 362-5920 


SFDPA- 0179-14 - 001476 



1 

2 

*3 

J 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 


Officer Esteban Perez - OIS 16-001 - 05/10/2016 


SGT CRUDO: Okay. Still had the knife, 

okay. Um, and was he getting on his feet? 

OFFICER PEREZ: No. Not at that point. 

SGT CRUDO: And then you—you talked about 

hearing and, uh, your—your recall was correct. 

You—you—thought that you remember hearing 4—4 
rounds fired. So, um, what effect did the first 
round have that you could see? Could you perceive 
any effect that that— 

OFFICER PEREZ: No. 

SGT CRUDO: First round had? 

OFFICER PEREZ: No. No. 

SGT CRUDO: Did any of the successive 

rounds seem to have any effect on the suspect? 

OFFICER PEREZ: No. 

SGT CRUDO: Did you--did you see any of the 

strikes — any of the, um, be--I mean— 

OFFICER PEREZ: The actual impact on the—no. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. But you knew the—the 

firing was—was happening from—basically from the 
discharge itself? 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yes. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. So when Officer Mellone 

fired the first ERIW round, where were you? 

OFFICER PEREZ: Um, I believe I was right 
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around—here? 


SGT CRUDO: 

Okay, so— 

OFFICER PEREZ: 

I would— 

SGT CRUDO: 

You want to put an X to—the 


approximate— 


OFFICER PEREZ: 

Let me see. Let me see and 


[UNINTELLIGIBLE]— 


SGT CRUDO: 

So this is — 

OFFICER PEREZ: 

Around here. 

SGT CRUDO: 

Okay. And this is 


approximately the area where he—he collapsed on 
the street? 


OFFICER PEREZ: 

Yes . 

SGT CRUDO: 

Here? Okay. 

OFFICER PEREZ: 

Right in front of them, yeah. 

SGT CRUDO: 

Okay. Urn. And so how—but how 


far away do you--do you--estimate that--that you 


were? 


OFFICER PEREZ: 

From the suspect? 

SGT CRUDO: 

Yes. I'm sorry. From the 

suspect. 



OFFICER PEREZ: Shh—maybe 20 yards. 


SGT CRUDO: 

Did you have a—a clear view at 

that point? 



OFFICER PEREZ: No. 
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SGT CRUDO: Okay. Uh, and Officer Mellone 

talked about being like-~5 to 10—5 to 10 yards. 

Um. Did you notice--how far he may have been from 
Sergeant Steger? 

OFFICER PEREZ: Um. Maybe 5 yards from—to 
the—to the--to the left of Sergeant Steger. 

SGT CRUDO: And—you've—you've got on you- 

-on this drawing here, you--you've, um, noted them, 
one to the east of the sidewalk, one to the west 
side of the sidewalk. Is that--because--I mean, 
were they—were they separated, the extreme sides 
of that sidewalk, do you remember? 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yes--yes, pretty much, yeah. 

SGT CRUDO: So—something close to the--the 

width of the sidewalk? 

OFFICER PEREZ: Of the sidewalk, yeah. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. And then you have—you— 

Sergeant Steger, you're showing here, slightly 
further south. 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yes. 

SGT CRUDO: So slightly ahead of— 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yeah, maybe not— 

SGT CRUDO: 'Officer Mellone. 

OFFICER PEREZ: Two yards or— 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. 
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OFFICER PEREZ: 

Something like that. 

SGT CRUDO: 

All right. Um. And then 

Sergeant Steger—I 

think it—uh—in—in your 


interview, you—you put him between 5 and 10 yards. 
I think at one point you—you put about 5 yards. 

At another point 5 to 10 yards in the interview so- 
-you've got the--them triangulated on the—on—on 
the suspect. They've—they—they're now within 5, 


you know, 10-ish. 


OFFICER PEREZ 

Yeah. 

SGT CRUDO: 

Give or take, couple yards. So 


10-ish yards of the suspect. 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yeah. 

SGT CRUDO: But triangulated so that puts, 

I guess, him on the straighter line and he's a 


little wider— 


OFFICER PEREZ 

Yeah. 

SGT CRUDO: 

[In front away]--okay. Him 


being Mellone and Steger's— 


OFFICER PEREZ 

Yes . 

SGT CRUDO: 

Little farther out. 

OFFICER PEREZ 

Yes. 

SGT CRUDO: 

Little closer. Okay. A little 


farther south. Um. Prior to that firing of the 
first—the first round, immediately prior, do you— 
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do you recall--I mean, you've—you've talked a 
little about some of the sounds. You heard the 
orders. Did you hear any other, um, statements 
immediately prior to the firing of the ERIW? 

POA ATTY BURRELL: Statements from who? 

SGT CRUDO: Statements from any—any of the 

officers? Sergeant Steger, Officer Mellone? 

OFFICER PEREZ: Just, uh, to drop the weapon, 
drop the knife, but nothing other than that. 

SGT CRUDO: So it—just sort of there was 

continuous commands being given— 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yeah. 

SGT CRUDO: To drop the knife. Okay. And 

then we talked a little bit before we discussed 
that. What did the suspect do when that—you said 
you didn't see any of the rounds hit from your 
vantage point, I—uh, were you not able to-- 

OFFICER PEREZ: Well, I was—as I was walking 
up, I saw, I mean—I saw him but then as I'm 
walking, there's cars parked [UNINTELLIGIBLE]— 

SGT CRUDO: Hm-hmm. 

OFFICER PEREZ: Some kind. I kind of lost him 
for a couple seconds so I don't know what 
transpired but when the--less lethal shot rounds 
were, you know, hit him, you know, I actually kind 
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of sped up a little bit and just—you know, he was 
still sitting there. Didn't change at all. 

SGT CRUDO: And so--4—4 rounds, you hear 

and—and you have —am I correct in understanding, 
you—you've got some con—you lost sight at one 
point. You hear the rounds fired but you've— 
you've kind of reacquire a view of the suspect. 

Um, subsequent bean bags are fired. Do you still 
have some view of the suspect? 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yes. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yes. 

SGT CRUDO: So— 

OFFICER PEREZ: I believe I —I—-made it 
probably—at that time, I probably made it around 
this car so I was able to see a little clearer. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. 

OFFICER PEREZ: And, you know, I heard the— 
the—the rounds go but I didn't—see the actual 
contact on him. Uh, but he made [UNINTELLIGIBLE] — 

SGT CRUDO: [OVERLAPPING] And did you do 

anything or react in any way to lead you to believe 
that — that they had struck? 

OFFICER PEREZ: No. 

SGT CRUDO: Um. Did—did he—do anything, 

45 

Roomian & Associates, (415) 362-5920 


SFDPA- 0179-14 - 001482 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 


Officer Esteban Perez - OIS 16-001 - 05/10/2016 


react in any way to lead you to believe that there 
was pain. This is a pain compliance tool— 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yes. No. Not at all. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. And then you said—and— 

and—in your interview, if I—understood you 
correctly, and correct me if I'm wrong but in your 
Homicide interview--almost like immediately it 
sounds like after these four rounds are fired, he 
starts getting up from his seated position? 

OFFICER PEREZ: He was like maybe—3, 4, 5 
seconds. I'm not sure exactly. Kind of took it-- 
it felt like to me like he processed what was going 
on and maybe--maybe it clicked or something. But 
he just—got up and just went directly at Sergeant 
Steger. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. And—in your interview, 

you said that "he", being the suspect, you were 
talking about the suspect this time, just went like 
straight at him. 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yeah. 

SGT CRUDO: And "him"—well, who— 

OFFICER PEREZ: Sergeant Steger. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. Um. Did the suspect--by 

the time he got to his feet to the time shots were 
fired, did he have kind of a con—uh, a consistent 
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gait or—or a walk or a run or—or—or—however you 
might describe—you know, his gait being sort of 
the— 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yeah. His—like balance and 
stuff like that? 

SGT CRUDO: Yeah. 

OFFICER PEREZ: You know what? I just—it was 
kind of like a one motion. I mean, he just got up 
and just—well, his momentum, his body, whatever, 
took him—and straight at that direction towards, 
uh. Sergeant Steger because I mean, uh, somebody— 
if he was like intoxicated with alcohol or 
something like that, you would think it would take 
him a lot longer to get up and kind of just stumble 
over, whatever, but he just kind of just got up and 
just—directed towards him. 

SGT CRUDO: Urn, and then—I'm gonna just 

have you clarify this for me. Um. In the Homicide 
interview, you—you talked about the knife wasn't 
down. It was at the suspect's side. And I guess — 
I--I couldn't tell from watching the Homicide in— 
interview and, you know, observing it at the time 
but, um, you kind of described, or you showed how— 
how—how he was holding it. Can you kind of just 
walk me through that? Give me a — 
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OFFICER PEREZ: 

Okay. 

SGT CRUDO: 

Just describe it for me. 

OFFICER PEREZ: 

Okay. 

SGT CRUDO: 

I'm going to have you sit on 


your hands. [LAUGH] 


OFFICER PEREZ: 

[LAUGH] Okay. So, no, he was 

sitting like—like— 

-like this with his feet out 


here on the ground. 


SGT CRUDO: 

Okay. 

OFFICER PEREZ: 

Uh, the knife was here to his 

right hand up, face 

up like this, Um. The less 


lethal rounds hit him. Nothing. Kind of he just— 
like this--and then you know he--he--once—once he 
got up, he just like grabbed the knife like this. 

SGT CRUDO: So you got your arm—you got 

your arm straight out from your shoulder with the— 
with—with—basically what would be the blade 
pointed directly out from a first. 


OFFICER PEREZ: 

Yes . 

SGT CRUDO: 

Okay. And then in your 

interview, you said 

that your firearm was never 


drawn? 


OFFICER PEREZ: 

Yeah. 

SGT CRUDO: 

Okay. Um. Did you have any 

safety concerns? 
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OFFICER PEREZ: Um. I just—I had a horrible 
angle. Um. If I had pulled out my weapon, it 
would have been pointed right at Sergeant Steger's 
back, probably. Um. And then I—it was kind of— 
everything happened so fast and like I said 
earlier, there was civilians that were over here 
that were yelling so my attention was to what the 
officers were doing but at the same time they had 
their back to the civilians. So I kind of--that's 
why I kind of drifted into the street a little bit, 
to see what the civilians were doing as well as 
what the officers were doing. Um. And that put me 
in a horrible position to actually—to engage in-- 
with the suspect. So--that's why I never had an 
opportunity to pull down my--my arm. 

SGT CRUDO: So, and you kind of jumped on 

something. Um, and you used the same terminology, 
uh, "horrible position". You talked about it in 
your--your Homicide--and, you know, the last things 
are—you know, certainly at this point this is 
something that's changing and rapidly evolving. 

Um. And so that was part of your decision not to-- 
why you didn't draw your firearm. Will you do me a 
favor? Just put a "X3" on your approximate 
position? And you're talking about your attention 
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from there being divided between suspect and 
civilians— 

OFFICER PEREZ: And civilians. 

SGT CRUDO: And that's Sergeant Steger, if 

I'm hearing you correct, it—from where you—where 
you are and where he is, is in your— 

OFFICER PEREZ: Right. 

SGT CRUDO: Line of sight. 

OFFICER PEREZ: There again line of sight. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. So wouldn't have been— 

you had no—shot. 

OFFICER PEREZ: No. [PHONE BUZZ] 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. Um. What was Sergeant 

Steger doing when the suspect got up? 

OFFICER PEREZ: Um. He was standing there. I 
don't know if he had his weapon. I--couldn't see 
at that point because I was behind him. Um. But 
as soon as the guy got up and went towards, he just 
shot. 

SGT CRUDO: Did you—did you see him move? 

OFFICER PEREZ: Um. I believe he moved to his 
left as he shot? But-- 

SGT CRUDO: Okay, so—to his left because 

of where he is, would that be--toward the middle of 
the sidewalk and you— 
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OFFICER PEREZ: Yes. 

SGT CRUDO: And is he--is he—is he looking 

at the suspect canted? So is he moving kind of 
north— 


OFFICER PEREZ: Yeah, like north— 

SGT CRUDO: Northeast? 

OFFICER PEREZ: East. Yeah, like in a 


northeast way. 

SGT CRUDO: And could you see Officer 

Mellone? 


OFFICER PEREZ: Uh, at that point I just kind 
of focused in on what--Sergeant Steger was doing. 

SGT CRUDO: Do you know what tunnel vision 


is? 


OFFICER PEREZ: Yeah. 

SGT CRUDO: Would you say you were 

tunneling a little bit? 

OFFICER PEREZ: When the shots—when the--yeah, 
from the firearm, I think—I believe so. And like 
I —later I found out that, um. Officer Mellone had 
shot. I didn't even know he had shot. 

SGT CRUDO: So—and I—and I think, you 

know, you—you've—you've described this — this — 
triangulation situation that you found yourself in 
but you—you did say in your Homicide interview, 
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you were definitely in fear of the life of Sergeant 
Steger when the suspect advanced. 


OFFICER PEREZ: Yeah. 

SGT CRUDO: Why? 

OFFICER PEREZ: Um, I believe the--distance to 
Sergeant Steger and the size of that knife, I 
believed he could have been stabbed easily. Um. 

SGT CRUDO: Sorry. And, you know, we 

talked a little bit about the horrible position 
that--in your mind, if, uh, circumstances had been 
different, it—um--might—would circumstances have 
been different for you, uh, if--if you were—had 
found yourself in a better position? 

OFFICER PEREZ: And I've—I've thought about 
that a lot since the incident. And I don't really 
see--what other position I could have had because 
if I would have came—if I'd a went onto the 
sidewalk with other--I mean, between the two 
officers, and facing the suspect, then we had-- 
we're exposed to the civilians that are behind us. 
And if I would have went to the other side of the 
car, which was what I originally thought about. I 
came this way. I would have been in direct line of 
fire of, uh. Officer Mellone and I could have—if 
I'd shot, I would have, could have shot him. He 
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could have shot me. So I was kind of in a bad 
spot. 

SGT CRUDO: Let—let me ask you in a 

different way. Urn, what I'm really asking is, 
you're an officer on the scene. Right? 

OFFICER PEREZ: Hm-hmm. 

SGT CRUDO: With similar experience to some 

of the officers that are there and reacting. Um. 
Had you been in--in-~had--situation been different. 
Had you been in Officer Mellone's shoes at that 
moment, had you been in Officer--in Sergeant 
Steger's shoes at that moment, would things have 
changed for you in your mind? Do you think the 
scenario? 

OFFICER PEREZ: Oh— 

SGT CRUDO: And I know--I realize I'm 

asking a hypothetical. 

POA ATTY BURRELL: Okay. 

OFFICER PEREZ: Okay. 

SGT CRUDO: Um, but--but what I'm asking 

really is--from your training, experience, you 
know, how did you—how would--might you have--if 
you were the first line here— 

OFFICER PEREZ: Um. I don't—I'm not 
necessarily sure, like what--Officer Mellone saw, 
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him being the first one there and then--and, you 
know, me losing--some of the--visual of—of what 
the suspect did at the time. So I don't know—I 
don't think I can really speak to what Officer 
Mellone did. 

SGT CRUDO: Based on what you saw. 

OFFICER PEREZ: Based on what I saw? Um. But 
I think based on—from what I saw, Sergeant Steger, 
I--I probably would have done the exact same thing 
he did. Um. Since he was a little--since that 
kind of played out a little more in front of me. 

Um. Was—I think I would have done exact same 
thing that Sergeant Steger did. Uh, Officer 
Mellone and I--I don't know. I don't know what— 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. That's fair. That's, 

uh, that's very fair. But what you—from what you 
saw, that's—that's what I was really asking so— 
okay. So, and I—we talked about you tunneling a 
little bit. Um. For lack of a better word. I 
don't— 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yeah. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay, so—um, but certainly as- 

-that's the normal physiological thing. The narrow 
focus on—on the threat. 

OFFICER PEREZ: Hm. 
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SGT CRUDO: But—you—now you're not really 

seeing Officer Mellone. Can you remember your 
last--where you—where you last remember Officer 
Mellone before shots were fired, the last place you 
remember seeing him? 

OFFICER PEREZ: I believe he was up against the 
building line. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. So approximately in the 

area where you've marked— 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yeah. 

SGT CRUDO: In here, "M2". 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yes. 

SGT CRUDO: All right. And then do you 

kind of—do you remember your first--specific-- 
recollection of--where he was, where you noticed 
him after shots had been fired? So the first time 
you--recognized, oh, he's over here, over there, do 
you remember where he was? 

OFFICER PEREZ: Um. After Sergeant Steger 
fired his weapon, right? 

SGT CRUDO: After--after shots had been 

fired. 

OFFICER PEREZ: After shots had been fired and 
he's down, I--I want to say he was kind of back 
here. He might have went in this direction and 
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they started broadcasting stuff. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. So you're—you're 

saying—you're pointing--you—when you said "this 
direction", basically, again, the—the same area, 
"M2", and then you had--you--moved your finger 
across the sidewalk to the-- 

OFFICER PEREZ: So— 

SGT CRUDO: To the east. 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yeah. So, okay--west--west, 

I'm sorry. 

SGT CRUDO: West. And so--my bad. And, 

uh, so in other words he's—he's in the approximate 
same area and broadcasting information. 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yeah. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. And then--you described 

this--that you're--you're good—you had a good look 
at the suspect as you approached him. And you--you 
said that he was an older Hispanic male, 30 to 40, 
laying on the ground, and from that he appeared to 
be about 5'6", 5'7", 160 pounds? 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yeah. 

SGT CRUDO: And you had--de--described a 

couple times him wearing a red shirt so— 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yes. 

SGT CRUDO: He was wearing that red ’shirt. 
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Did you see the suspect's weapon at that time? 
OFFICER PEREZ: When I immediately-- 
SGT CRUDO: As you--as you were approaching 

him? Shots had been fired-- 


OFFICER PEREZ: 

Shots had been fired-- 

SGT CRUDO: 

He was on the ground. 

OFFICER PEREZ: 

He was laying on the ground, 


yes. I saw the—I saw the weapon 


SGT CRUDO: 

Okay. 

OFFICER PEREZ: 

It was in his hand still. 

SGT CRUDO: 

Which hand? 

OFFICER PEREZ: 

Right--right hand. 

SGT CRUDO: 

Okay. Is he holding it in the 


same manner? 


OFFICER PEREZ: 

He's hold it--um—I think maybe 


now it's—was it still--it might have been-- 


SGT CRUDO: 

So top of his hand is now on 


the—on- 


OFFICER PEREZ: 

Yeah, I think--I think it was 


like this where the-- 


SGT CRUDO: 

And you're holding your--the 


top of your hand— 


OFFICER PEREZ: 

Yeah, the hand-- 

SGT CRUDO: 

To the table. 


OFFICER PEREZ: To the table. To the—to the— 
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so the top of the hand was probably onto the ground 
but he had the grip of the—of the-- 

SGT CRUDO: And is his arm pinned down 

along his leg or where is it? Do you remember? 

OFFICER PEREZ: He—it was--I think it was out 

to— 

SGT CRUDO: Out— 

OFFICER PEREZ: His side. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. So his arm's extended— 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yeah. 

SGT CRUDO: Almost like--you're showing me 

like—almost—was it perpendicular? 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yeah. 

SGT CRUDO: To your body. 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yeah, about that. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. 

OFFICER PEREZ: About that angle. And so 
that' s--that's—urn—he's down. I make my way into 
the sidewalk area. And I kind of focused on 
Sergeant Steger. And, urn, I asked him, you know, 
"Are we gonna take the knife away from this guy?" 

So he--he's, like, "Oh, yeah, we should take the 
knife away." So he--he steps on the guy's forearm 
with his boot. Um. I put on a glove and I 
physically take the knife out of the guy's hand. 
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And like--I think I tossed it like 4 or 5 feet 
away. 

SGT CRUDO: Did you guys cuff him? 

OFFICER PEREZ: No. 

SGT CRUDO: Can you describe aid that was 

rendered? 

OFFICER PEREZ: Um. As that happened, as I 
took the knife out of his hand, I tossed it, there 
was, um, medics on the corner already because the 
fire station's right there on 19th. So they were— 
they heard the gunshots. They ran up. And, uh, as 
I saw him there, where the--where the fireman, he 
was like, "Is it safe?" And I was like, "It's 
safe. Uh, he was—we took the knife away. He's 
safe. You guys want to come." So they started— 
they--they came down and started rendering aid 
right away. 

SGT CRUDO: So pretty much it sounds like 

as soon as you cleared the weapon, they were—they 
were— 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yeah. 

SGT CRUDO: Checking if it was safe. [All 

right.] And, um, are you familiar with Department 
Bulletin 15106 which is "How to Avoid the Lawful 
But Awful Use of Force"? 
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OFFICER PEREZ: Yeah. I'm familiar with it. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. And one of the things it 

says is that an officer should consider creating 
time, distance, and establishing rapport as an 
alternative to using force in every other 
circumstance. So--and—which is—every other 

circumstance being--um--that not only when a 
suspect is a danger to himself. That's from a 
prior bulletin. So this—and it says, "Every other 
circumstance as well, urn, whenever it is safe to do 
so." So can you describe efforts that you saw to 
create time and distance, or establish a rapport 
prior to the use of the ERIW? 

OFFICER PEREZ: Um. I think just by the--the 
yelling of the instructions and--the—the location 
was bad where you have these trees, you have 
homeless encampments, you have—you have civilians. 
Uh, it—it created a — a situation that it was--it 
was—hard to establish any kind of rapport with the 
suspect. Um. And given the fact that he was not 
responding to anything that anybody was saying—so 
I--I just don't see—how the situation could have 
been done differently? I mean. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. 

OFFICER PEREZ: And everything was just like— 
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we respond to these calls all the time and it never 
turns out. like this and for a matter of second, 
then everything changes, it's—it's difficult to— 
to change the way we had responded and we try to, 
you know. 

SGT CRUDO: Did you--did you hear 

broadcast, um, a broadcast request for an ambulance 
or a 4-way to stand by before the ERIW was 
deployed? 

OFFICER PEREZ: Before the ERIW was deployed? 

I didn't hear that. But I'm not—I'm not 100 
percent sure either. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. And then I'm gonna ask 

you this again because you're--you're an officer, a 
veteran officer at the scene at the time lethal 
force is used. 

OFFICER PEREZ: Hm-hmm. 

SGT CRUDO: All right, so—and this may 

seem kind of—silly but as an officer on scene in- 
in these circumstances, um, I'm—speaking 
specifically to, um, what results in the use of 
firearm. Okay? Um. And then, you know, so—and 
you go-first in regards to the use of a firearm, 
uh, the—the—at the time fire—the firearm—you 
saw—you—you saw Sergeant Steger fired his 
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firearm. So at that time I just kind of want to 
address the different force options that we have 


and— 


OFFICER PEREZ 

Hm-hmm. 

SGT CRUDO: 

In--in your opinion, as an 


officer on the scene, um, there's suitability. 


Verbal commands. 


OFFICER PEREZ 

We tried it. Didn't work. 

SGT CRUDO: 

Physical controls? 

OFFICER PEREZ 

Too dangerous. 

SGT CRUDO: 

Was that— 

OFFICER PEREZ 

Okay. 

SGT CRUDO: 

And why? 

OFFICER PEREZ 

Um. Could have gotten stabbed. 

It's—it's a large 

knife. This guy's in a— 


appeared to have been an altered mental state, you- 


-they can kill you 

Couldn't go hands on. 

SGT CRUDO: 

OC? 

OFFICER PEREZ 

I don't think he would have 


been able to get it out fast enough and--and—might 
have made him more dangerous than he— 

SGT CRUDO: Are you talking—when you say 

"get out", you talking about like a transition 
issue? 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yeah. To transition to that 
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and pull that out, 

I don't think he would have had 


time to do that 


SGT CRUDO: 

How about the baton? 

OFFICER PEREZ 

I—I think that would be too 


dangerous 


SGT CRUDO: 

Why is that? 

OFFICER PEREZ 

Um. Well, so you're—you're 


taking a chance that the baton strike can make--it 
could--it could have—uh—make—have an effect on 
him if the less than lethal rounds didn't have an 
effect on him, you know, you're taking a big risk 
if you--you think the baton's gonna--you know, have 


an—do anything to 

him. 

SGT CRUDO: 

And then what about, uh. 


carotid restraint? 


OFFICER PEREZ 

You would have to get close and 


besides that the knife and the way he charged at 
him, I don't think--it was--it would be--reasonable 


to try it. 


SGT CRUDO: 

Um, I suspect that--that your-- 

your sense of time 

was probably a little altered 


but--how long after, um, shots were fired was it 
until you were aware that more SFPD units had 
arrived on scene? 

OFFICER PEREZ: Maybe a minute, 30 seconds, a 
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minute? After shots were fired. So maybe a—yeah, 
maybe 30 seconds to a minute. 

SGT CRUDO: Talking about when—when were 

you aware an officer—uh, supervisor on the scene? 

OFFICER PEREZ: When was I aware a supervisor 
was on the scene? 


SGT CRUDO: Yes. 

OFFICER PEREZ: Well, I know that Sergeant 
Steger is supervisor. 

SGT CRUDO: Uh, aside from him. 

OFFICER PEREZ: Aside from him? [LAUGH] Urn. 
Uh, I believe, uh--I heard Sergeant Aloise 
responding but I don't know how long it took for 
him to get there. 

SGT CRUDO: Did you provide a Public Safety 


Statement? 

OFFICER PEREZ: I don't believe so. 

SGT CRUDO: And then—How long were you on 

scene? This point of [UNINTELLIGIBLE]— 

OFFICER PEREZ: I wasn't there for--I was there 
for a couple minutes. I was, uh, I was standing by 
with the knife, making sure that—um, somebody was 
gonna come and get it. Um, and I--I wasn't—at the 
time, to be honest, I wasn't sure what I was 
supposed to do 'cause I know I wasn't the person 
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shooting. But I did witness this—the incident so 
I wasn't sure as to what I was supposed to do but I 
noticed that Sergeant Steger was not—not there. 

And, uh, they got rid of, uh, Officer Mellone 
pretty quick so I—um—one of the other officers 
asked me. He was like, "Did you see what 
happened?" I was like, "Yeah. I was right there," 
and he's like, "Oh." So he told one of the 
supervisors--supervisors "so get him out of here", 
so — 

SGT CRUDO: So, um, kind of leads up to my 

question. Were you handled--as an involved 
officer, were you separated and monitored? 

OFFICER PEREZ: After? 

SGT CRUDO: Hm-hmm. 

OFFICER PEREZ: Um, yeah, after, um, well, I 

was told to go back to the station and--just go 
there and, uh, wait. And when I got there, I--I 
think I was met by--somebody from BSU, I think, and 
then they kind of just told me, "Just go hang out 
somewhere" and--and I did that. 

SGT CRUDO: And did somebody stay with you? 

Other than the BS—you mentioned the BSU person. 
They stay with you or somebody else-- 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yeah, well, actually— 
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SGT CRUDO: Stay with you? 

OFFICER PEREZ: They—they contacted my brother 
who works at Mission Station. He came in a little 
bit—he was coming in at 11 so when he got there he 
kind of just wanted to hang out with me for the 
rest of the day. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. And then has this 

incident impacted you, I mean, loss of--loss of 
appetite or you sleeping well or— 

OFFICER PEREZ: I mean, it was--it was--it was 
stressful. It's--definitely something that you 
hope to never have to be involved in, in your 
career. Urn. I mean, you question yourself a lot. 

I mean--immediately after, I think, for the first 
two, three hours, it was kind of like--second- 
guessing yourself, like what could you have done 
differently? Um. But other than--other than that, 

I mean, I just--took some time off and I kind of 
just--you know. Focused on my family and stuff 
like that and it kind of just cleared my head a 
little bit and think I'm fine. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. [UNINTELLIGIBLE] 

SGT CAMPBELL: Um, just a couple little 
clarifying. When you were, um, when you were 
giving commands in Spanish— 
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OFFICER PEREZ: Hm-hmm. 

SGT CAMPBELL: Did you get any indication, 
either verbally or non-verbally, from the suspect 
that he was understanding more what you were saying 
than what any of the other officers were saying in 
English? 

OFFICER PEREZ: No. He—he didn't react at 

all. 

SGT CAMPBELL: Okay. Uh--and--and then just 
for clarification, um, Sergeant Crudo had asked 
prior to the deployment of the ERIW, um, not the 
firing but the loading protocol, did you observe 
any kind of briefing or interaction between Officer 
Mellone and Sergeant Steger? You had said that 
they were already out of the car? Did you see them 
pull up or was their car or their cars already 
parked and they were already on the move? Like 
could you have had a chance to even see them 
interact? 

OFFICER PEREZ: I don't think so. I don't 
think so because I think they--they were either 
already parked and they were already walking in 
that direction so they—they're—it's possible that 
they could have met but--'cause, uh, my attention 
was to the left, to the right, to make sure that 
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the suspect hadn't passed me so it's possible they 
could have met briefly before I--stopped my car. 

But I didn't see it. 

SGT CAMPBELL: Okay. And then I think I have- 
-I have one last one. Oh. Urn. So, uh, when you 
were describing the suspect's movements, as he's 
sitting on the ground, his legs are kicked out in 
front of him? Urn. And his—is his hand resting on 
his thigh or the ground? Could you tell or did he 
have— 


OFFICER PEREZ: 

On the ground. 

SGT CAMPBELL: 

On the ground? 

OFFICER PEREZ: 

Yeah. 

SGT CAMPBELL: 

And then when he—got up--did 


he push off the ground with both of his hands, with 
knife in hand, or could you tell if-- 


OFFICER PEREZ: 

I believe-- 

SGT CAMPBELL: 

He put his— 

OFFICER PEREZ: 

I believe he pushed up with 


knife in his hand 


SGT CAMPBELL: 

Okay. 

OFFICER PEREZ: 

And he just pushed himself up. 

SGT CAMPBELL: 

Did you get any impression that 


he put the knife down to get up? 

OFFICER PEREZ: No. 
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SGT CAMPBELL: Okay. So what you believe— 

what you saw was he had the knife in hand the 
entire time as he pushed himself up. 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yes. 

SGT CAMPBELL: Okay. That's all. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. And-- 

POA ATTY BURRELL: I have no questions. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. So Officer Perez, uh, is 

there anything regarding the incident and 
investigation that we haven't covered that, uh, 
needs to be added? 

OFFICER PEREZ: I don't believe so. I mean, I 
don't know if that's—[UNINTELLIGIBLE] talked to 
but that had been nice. So. 

SGT CRUDO: Is there--is there anything 

stated during this interview that needs to be 
changed or clarified? 

OFFICER PEREZ: No. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. After you leave the 

interview if you recall anything that differs from, 
or is in addition to, what you've provided today, 

I'm ordering you to provide that information to me 
as soon as practical. Do you understand this 
order? All right. You can discuss this order with 
your representative, as you wish, um, but otherwise 
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I'm ordering you not to discuss any portion of this 
interview or investigation with any Department 
employee. 

OFFICER PEREZ: Okay. 

SGT CRUDO: Do you understand this order? 

OFFICER PEREZ: Yes. 

SGT CRUDO: Okay. I'm gonna conclude the 

interview. It's 2:35—2:37 in the afternoon. 

END OF DOCUMENT 
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